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nce upon a time, building a deck for your home . was as simple as buying somé
plain old wood boards and nailing them together. These days, however, a-deck
can be as complex as a multi-level PVC structure. Throw building ¢edes and
contractors into the mix and you'll soon find yourself in the middle of a-full-scale
construction zone, faced with questions you never saw coming. Get a hanale on
your project before breaking ground with cur guide to decking. Ték NANCY WOR
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all about | decking

fe ol the bigeest decislons you'll make when

it comes to your new deck is which decking

material 1o choose, To help you with your

choice, we break down the most popular op-
tions. Here are thelr advantages, disadvantages and how
they rate in terms of eco-friendliness.

/1| PRESSURE-TREATED

LUMBER

© PROS: The most economical option available, pres-
sure-treated wood has long been the go-to material for
decks, Its plentiful, easy on the waller and, if maintained
correctly, can last up 1o 20 years.

D COMNS: Pressure-teeated wood s chemically treated

1o make it resistant 1o the elements. The most commonly
used preservative, CCA {chromated copper arsenate], was
pulled from use in residential settings in 2003 because
of its high arsenic content. But the new ACQ- (alkaline
topper quarternary) treated lumber is not without its own
problems. “ACC) is very very cormosive 1o metal fasten-
15" says Paul Lilley, co-owmer of Deearm Decks, a deck-
ing company in Vancouver, It's very important to choose
coTTosion-resistant fastencrs.” Keep in mind that the struc-
ture of your deck is typically made from pressure-treated
lumber regardless of the deck-board material you choose.

O MAINTENAMNCE: The chemical preservative in pres-
sure-treated lumber helps to protect the wood and boosts
longevity. But to ward off warping, cracking, splitting and
twisting, apply a deck stain or sealer eviery two to four
years, and wash with water amd detergent cvery year.

© ECO FACTOR: A durable optlon, pressure-treated
wonl means fewer trees are cut down, And by eliminai-
ing the arsenic content in pressure-treated lumber, ACC
wond is safer for your family and the world around us.
But it still uses a toxic chemical preservative that can
negatively affect the environment. Aned because of its
chemical content, ACQ wood isn't recyclable or suitable
for use as firewood, so it will end up as Landfll waste.

© PRICE: Approximately $1.29 per linear foot.

Good to know Make sure
vour deck has had a few days of
warm, dry weather before vou
stain it. The stain won't adhere properly if
the deck boards are moist. Also consider
semi-transparents over solid stains and
paints, as they soak into the wood rather
than sit on the surface and don't peel off,
requiring less-frequent applications.
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OPTION 2 | CEDAR

@ PROS: A step up from pressure-treated wood, cedar
has a beautiful grain and colour, is naturally resistant to
rod, decay and insects, and has a lifespan comparable to
pressure-treated wood without the use of 8 chemical pre-
servative, "There will s1ill be some warping and cracking,
but very little splintering.” says Todd Mounsey, owner of
Your Deck Company, a decking company in Toronto,

@ CONS: As naturally resistant to weathering as cedar

i, decking experis are starting to see the quality of cedar
decline in recent decades. “When I started 24 years ago,
there was a lot of first-generation growih — Bundred -vear-
el trees that had never been cut before,” savs Mounsey
Aot of the lumber we've seeing now is second-generation
growth, 50 it's been reforested, grown faster and vielded
sooner As a result, the quality isn't as good and we're
starting to see signs of rot within about eight years”

© MAINTENAMNCE: Aside from washing your deck EVErY
year, you should apply an eco-friendly deck stain or sealer
e maintain its cobour every two to four years, “The firss time
is easier because the wood is fresh and new; bt subsegquent
applications usually invelve sanding and removing loose ma-
terial,” says Mounsey: "It can be a pretty laborious process”

& ECO FACTOR: Biodegradable and naturally resistant
to rot and decay, cedar is a greener decking choice than
pressure-treabed wood, bt it still puts a strain on our
natural resources,

© PRICE: From approximately $1.30 per linear foot.
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D PROS: Composite decking is made of wood and plastix
It has 8 lonag lifespan {most compandes offer & 25-year
warranty) and requires very liiile maintenance aside
fraom washing "Ce ImgeoALLes are guarantedd goalnat rol
and decay” savs Moussey, “And they wan™ wi T, CENCK
Sl or twisl BEe Jumbsr will, Composties s ooime in a
variety of sfyles and coloyirs to closely maich the look of
Wik Maoar "1 gt oot Wodi imore uplnoal than & wood
deck bul composites will wave vou ime and money an
mainleninde in he long men,” ys Liley

0 CONS: Comporiites are known bo have poor stain regds-

ol

regular Losp and water won | do the tRck, &0 voar |l have

lance and while the majority of stains can e cheane

urchnss o special deck wash o ged the job done. Thioy
also scraich and dent qaie ea A 1hey diosi ok
like real wood (no milter how hard they iy

€4

0 MAINTENAMNCE: Just 8 scrub using a good deck
cleaner every year; mo other malnienamnce i required

0 ECO FACTOR Lomposites gof eco-Irendly potns

lor longevily and some brands $uch as Thewn even e

100} - e it &l caimEpoLite
dcking companies are a8 committed bo being green
Sore wise all-new materials while others, like Timbertech
s recycled wood fibres but wingin plasiic. Compasites
[including recycled compogited) are neither recyclable
nar compostable and are destined (or the lendhll

© PRICE: From AP

bedy §2.49 per hnear (004

OPTION 4 | CELLULARPVC

O PROS: Cellilar PYVC decking maberial i 1085 percent
symithetic. [t offers all the benefits of a composite (includ
ing the 25-year warranty) plus extremely high stain-and

scrabch-resistance. Cellular PVC is also VETY Easy o

“REn o p pnd wnfer are all you nesd” says Moamnsey

& COMNS: I perms of stain redldtance, the only tiing
fellular FVC has been Enown to react with is rabber
which causes dizcolouration, 20 it's best (o avoid rab
ber weloome mats on your deck unless they have an
"approvisd for vinyl® stamp. Alse, PYC doesn’t ook like
r'.'ll; 'l'l'"'l!

0 MAINTEMAMCE
Ires,” sy Mounsoy "Td be wary of anvihing that says it
in.” ALl decks need 1o be waihed onoe a year and celhilat
FVL % Ao exceplion

"W deck matereal B malinlensnoe

@ ECO FACTOR: Cellular PVC decks have excellent lon
Eiaity Biak wse 1{6) percent virgin material; there 1= noth
ing recycled o ihem. Cellular PV s also not recyclable
and will end gp in a landeilll ot the end of s e,

O FRICE

Approadimabely S8 per lbnesr (ool
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all about | decking

Ask for references, "And nol just two o
theee, = says Todd Mounsey, cwner of Your
Dhecx Company in Toronto. “Try 1o get 15
refpnenoes of mons—Iit's aasy to plck b of
three of your fovourite clients, but f some-
o con confidently give you 20 names so
Ehuat Y CAn talk to pﬂm!a I your anea,
peoode with different styles of decks, that

ays o et

Fireel aut il they sub-contract, "4 lol of
comparias will st sell the dock but are too
busy 1o build it, o they suboontract seme
ar all of the wirlk ot 10 ancther campary,”

@ HIRING HOW-TO

baing stiffed by companios who than will
refusae to hancur the warranty becouse the
wark waen't sctually done by them.”

Ask for a sot of drawings, A piciure i
warlh @ thousand words,® says Paul Lilly,
co-raner of Dream Decks in Vancouwser.
“It really hefps to articulate tha datails

of camtruction—the sire, thags, rail-
ings, stairs, do you wart a landing in the
ridelle of thote stairs? 5o much & ogen 1o
irterpratation, and if the contractor is not
thoreigh and professionad, a lot of those
thimgs can get missed and that's whan

Goart it I writing,. “The scope of the wark
nerds to be very cear—datail what is
included, what i axtra and whaet materials
are heineg used,® saps Lillay.

Gt a bullding permit through your
local municipality, "Mot ol decks require
a petmil, bt ' & good idea 16 it ane
bz auinn that way you ones it will mast tha
buildirg coda,” says Mounsay. "R docssn't
guaranies the guality of your deck—it
doesn’t mean the guy can cut a stroight
line—biat the featings will be the right size,
thery'll b spaced correctly, you'll have the

wamns Maunsey. “I've heard of people issuss arise.”

OPTION 5 | EXOTIC

HARDWOOD

D PROS: Exotic hardwoods like ipe kayu,
tigeranoed and iromesosd are the Cadillacs of
humber decking options. They give vou much

of the performance of a composite in a real,
natural wood. These are very hard, stable woods
with wery Hithe crack, minimal twisting and
almost no splintering. In terms of longevity, you
cin expect an exotic hardwood deck to last for
20 years or more,

© CONS: The biggest disadvantage of exotic
hardwoods is that they are expensive Ingalling
them i% also labour-intensive and adds (o costs.

© MAINTEMAMCE: As with all wood decks,
yaul cam apply o siain or breathable paing
every two o four years, depending on your
climate, 1o help prevent some of the damage
from the elements,

@ ECO FACTOR: Exotie hardwaods are rencwahle
recyclable, bicdegradable and all-natural, but the fact
that maost exotic hardwoanods come from rainforests
doesni sit well with environmentalisis, especially since
they are very slow-growing trees harvested in areas of
the world where monitoring = poor and deforestation
is a problem. The energy required to transport them is
also harmiul o the srvironment

@ PRICE: Approximately 5594 per linear foot

Mew innovations In addition to these standard deck-
ing options, new alternatives are breaking ground and
Jodning their ranks. Created by FPInnovations in ¥Vancow-
ver, Frofile Decking (51,30 per lnear foot, wew durable-

proper structung, the proper framework.”

weood . com) 5 West Coast fir that is ACQ pressure-treated
and then profiled, meaning greoves are placed into the
surface of the wood 16 release the surface tension, mak-
ing it less likely to split and crack.

Trex's new high-performance Transoend product line
(8387 per linear fool, wewirex.com) has a PVC-free
integrabed shell with a wood-like grain pattern, and a
95-percent-rocyclod composite core.

Then there's BamDyeek, a new bamboo decking material by
Cali Bamboo (53,08 per Hnear fool wanstcalibambsoo com) that
has the density, strength and durability of an exotic hard-
windd. But because it's made from 100-percent bambsoao,
the most rapidhy renewahle wood on the planet, it doesn't
strain the earth’s rescurces. [t's also termite- resistant.
wather-tested and LEED-qualified. 0
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Theera's & ot masre 1o your deck than meets the eye. Tha foundstion and
EErasiuie Banesth your Peet are crucial 1o tha atability and wadety of your
dedk. Code and regulstions vary from place to place, o read wp on your
local regulrements or kire 3 gqualified desgrer familiar with themn. You may ales meed
an engenaer. Befors amyone starts digging, b some 10 leoate undenground viilites
and salements. Here &g the bask structural alemants you'll nead 19 bnow absu
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