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BACKYARD REBUILD

o A

Makeover

From worn down to maintenance-free
PROIECT BY TODD MOUNSEY TEXT BY GARY RUDY




B (oG A READTIFUL deck is one

i :'_:: b thing, but building a beautiful deck
! : -:.' I||I.I'| will 1.:!1:!|'l Il‘lll:ill:._ll ol looks in
the years to come i5 something else. = Wa'v
all baen awed by thase frosh cedar decks,
]ll"'.'.'i:; built and ||:-c|L||'|g; like a million bucks.
The trouble iz, a few seasons later, those =ame
decks, if left unprotected, have & washed-out,
aged look that botrays their owner's (lack of]

investment in maintenance, But what to da?

How do you ensure that vour new deck



THE RAILING system [above) is cowered in a Low-maintenance, compasite shin, but the

structural integrity s provided by the inner, pressure-treated 4ih post. The te Lo
dick storage area |5 accassed via a hinged door built into the deck skin
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come’ Regular staining is one
option, of course; but, depending
on the wear and toar the deck is
subjectad to, you cam be in for an
annual stalning project,

The other option is to build
a deck using the nevw bread of
composite decking boards that are
on the market. There are several
kinds of composites availablo, cach
with its own sot of proparties, This
project usas the Trex Transond line
11" a beand that has been around
long enough to earn a reputation
as a reliable product. The Trax
composite, which s made up of
a bland of recveled plastic and
reclaimed wood fibres, is wrapped
with a plastic skin. It looks like
reil wood that has been eovered
with a solid stain, and comes with
a long list of available accessories,
such as railing systems and low-
woltage lighting. It was a good

choice for making over a tired deck
into someathing fresh and almost
maintenance-froes,

This project was based on on
almost 15-year-old, pressure-treated
deck. Although the dock had beomn
wll mainiained and sinined ewvery
two or threo vears, it had begun to
show ils age. Sevoral deck boards
had bogun to show signs of rot at
their encls, and the deck's supporting
juists and bedger board wers due for
inspoction. Before rebuilding, the
framue af the deck must be inspectad
carefully, and any weak or decaying
soctions reinforced or replaced
Simply covering the deck with new
composibe boards would not have
been sufficient to extend the usaful
libe of the deck sabely.

Tha renovated deck looks hrand
naw, It's now mon structurally
solid and shouldn’t requine
anything more than an annual wash
with stap ancdd waler,
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5. Gabvanized joist hangers are
the most secure way to fasten
joists to the ledger board

5. Extra bracing was added in the
high-traffic area near the stafrs



G & 7. Deck Protector
witerpreof membrane covers
the top edges of the joists

10, Mew stair stringers were cut from pressure-treated 25105,
11. Gne section of the L-shaped deck required a new ledger board

1. Thi eriginal deck boards were removed to expose the pressure-
traatid frarme, Althaugh it was about 15 years old, the frame was
In decent shape. 1. New galvanized lag screws were used to secure
thi niw ledger board (o the foundstion wall. 3. The gap between
thi ledger and the feundation was caulked to prevent water from
migrating off of the surface of the deck and behind the ledger.

4. Sections of the originel framing were replaced in areas that
shewed signs of rod

Ty
&, Twed posts were added to reinforoe the frame. Saddle brachets, set
Info comcree 1enms, Support préssure-ireated posts




DECKING DETAILS

L. The dech :l:l.rtlng WwWas
replaced with composite
msterial. 1. The decking was
laid diagonally to add wisual
interest. 5. Tha Trex deck
boards have a recessed tongue
running down each edge faor
the fastening system

L, The deck bobards are
fastened with specisl clips that
allows the boands to expand

o

and contradl throughout the G. A BoWrench deck teol sits on the top of 2
smasons, 5. Each clip is driven joist and coanes a board Inte proper slignment.
into a jedst below and pinches Board-to-board alignment is especially critical

the Board"s tengue far the board’s fastening system

7. The pressurg-ireated L14 post is covered with a composite sleeve that slips cvertop,

E. The Trex ralling kit comes with a predrilled upper and Lower rail that is cut to Length to fit
snugly betwaen the posts. The metal railing balusters are fed through the upper and Lower rails,
9. The top and bottam ralls sre then Fastened to gach post with clips
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10, The completed railing is solid,
secure and maintenance-fres

Lowr-voltage Lights shime down from
the pasts to illuminate the top of the
stairway

1. Senall LED lights are sef inta the stair
risers and will iLluminate the treads to
rnaloe avaning entertaining safer B
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TO ORDER, contact
store@canadianhomewoarkshop.com
or call §16-59%9-2000 extension O

TO ORDER, contact
store@canadianhomeworkshop.com

oF call 416-599=-2000 extension 0




