Building your %=

Ultlmate Deck f

'||-

" /QUICK & EASY ",

7 A REPAIR

e, Y N\ &
#GARDEN PREJECT PLANS > i \ tﬁ \

. Cedar Planter unth aTwist i
* Vintage Herb Box sl ”l"'“:‘””i{l | I‘
i* Do-It-Yourself Garden '. ek | '._l___;_ ORI

. 5elf-Water1ng Planter
Planting Tool - - [

i




DECKS SPECIAL
Technique

Cutting
- Corners

Tips and tricks for building a curved
multi-level deck &Y STEVE MAXWELL

HERE ARE DECKS, and then there are

decks, While design is the thing

ithal separales the ordinary from the
extraordhimary in the deck world, of all the
prominm design features oul there, curves are

ome of the most challenging and rewarding

Although each curved deck is unique, there
are transferrable construction principles
vou can apply fo any project, Here are four
cssentials 1o h|=|[:- you build curves and
|:|:.'|-r-: into your deck regardless of the size,

shape or lecation

EVERY 315 TH board 5 tapened an the peerimseger
af this deck to create the curved shape
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UMDERSTAND THE BASICS

The main difference bidwoon o
linear deck and a curved one is

how the edges of the foor frames
end, That's obvious coough, bt

it's worth bringing to mind bocansa
that's where your mosl important
work happens. In ihe image pictured
abwove, at right. vouw'll see three
important thimgs.

First, there's more than one lavel.
Curved deck edges are one thing,
but they den't reach their fall
visual potential without the help of
multiple deck lavers

Second, although deck-floore
frames are curved, the underlying

CURVED BLOCKING I5 s3wm Lo shape
afver installation, spanning the space
Between the floor jolsts
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THE SC6FT, suirved lines of this deck (Built by Todd
Mounsey of Your Deck Company, with Trex decking)
complament the natural surroundings so it feels
maore natural to the setting. One of the challenges,
howaver, was fitting the deck’s edges tght sround
the clrcumlenence of the hot tub (abeve Left], as well
as arcund the existing stone stops lﬁgm]

support beams are nol. Floor joists
that axbond by varying amounis
piesl Bhae beams that support them
A @ NeCessAry parl o eomsirection,
Alza, take a look at the ands of the
floor joists in the pholo below, at
left. See how they're cul to match
ik amgle of the curve ai that point?
Maore on this later.

And, finally, curved decks
tvpically use horizontal, solid-
wikiel blocking batween the ends of
tha floor jmists, o creale continuons
suprport for the curved headers that
Isend around the edzes of the deck

DEFINE YOUR DESIGM
Muost straight decks are buili

- Hlli:r:'ll:-ini{'ﬂ”j' withoart a |:l|.:u|.I bt

o curvad and layened deck is
something olse. I1's one thing o
reilize that a 107 x 307 straight deck
on tha back of your hawase will
work well and look good; but very
bew poople can properly envision
the look and feel created by the
shapes and layers that are possible
with a curved p|.:r|. The varinhlos
are: [oo great, amd that's why youl
should use cardboard and W -thick
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foam board 10 model the details of
the curve radii, widths and layers

before vou start to build.

FRAME IT SQUARE; CUT IT CURVED
Start by building the lower layers
of your deck, extending each Aoor
jokst out beyond its final length bt
reating on ils support beam. The
idea is to create o somewhal greater
extension of foor frame than you
need, allowing oavough exira length
for cufting the curves, With vour
floor jedsts in place and secured to
the underlying beam with screws or
mertal lrnckats, mark the curve on
the top edges of the Noor jodsts wsi 1
a siring and pencil a5 a compass.,
This ks where your earlier design
work with the model pays off.

The next step is 1o cul pieces of
2x6, ZIxlt or 2x10 lumber ag needed
to fit at right anglos between the
edges af the foor joists on heir Qat,
extending slightly past the outline
of the curve you just marked. (See
centne photo, page 21.) The width
of wood required varies depending
on the degren of curve at that point,
g0 use vour judgment. All that's




&

recpuirad 12 that e luomber axtend
|J-C!:|"!:'1I-l'| the ouiline of the curve, wiih
at beast 3" remaining as part of the
deck on the inside. Use yiorur sirimg
and pencil again io draw the curve
on the lop faces of these edge boards,
meatching what’s on top of the joists.

IF your curve is gentle enough,
use a circular saw to cul it Seiting
thier depth of cut oaly for what's
regpuired to cul through the lumber
and no more allaws the greales]
cheyrron of curve 16 be cut, I the
v is loo Ii;'.1'|'|'l tar a circular saw,
an orbital jigsaw with a coarse blade
will work, (oo,

Either way, the ohjective is o cul
curvis in the op boards, while alsa
cutting partway down each foor
pist. Complete the vertical foor-
joist culs with a handsaw, following
thix angle established by the rOwEr-
saw cits you just completed. Finish
up by brieshing wood preservalive
am the fresh culs.

INSTALL THE CURVED HEADER

o DECK BOARDS

A header b2 the Booard that defnes
the edge of a deck-Aoar frame, and

WITH THE ends of floar jolsis angled to
match the curvaturg of the deck,
preservative has been applied (o all
Ut surfaces

it's the only place where this kind of
curved deck reguires bant wood. The
phioto at lower right shows a curved
header balng installed, Start with
soma Y -thick lumber that's free of
large knots, then create saw cuts
partway through e inside face of
eoch board, to aid in bending, These
are called “kerls,” and a handheald
circular saw with the blade axtended
by aboail '%* waorks well, Have the
saw follow a guide to keep these
kerls square to the board's edges.
You'll find 17 to 37 spacing works in
mist situations, Dry-Gt the kerfed
boards along the edges of the deck,

A LOW cedar dech, built by Todd Mounsey [sbowa, Left), Blends fn
with the lagoon style of the poel. & proper drainage system lies
unsten beneath it The custom-curved iron rail [bottam, Left) leads
the oye inte the main focal point of the yard and away from the
cedar hedge, These cunvees match the contours of the peol [above,
right] and create & seamless transition to the concrete patio

e

using clamps to pull them in tight,
Use construction-grade adlusive and
screws Lo Easten the curved headers
[below]. Finish up by lastening deck
boards an top of the curved fram,
then use your string compass 1o
mark them for sawing,

A curved and layered deck waon't
cost much maore in materkals than a
straight ong, but it could easily take
two 1o thres times as lomg Lo build,
That's often the way it is with
quality, and not evervone finds i
worthwhile, But if vou're the kind
of perzon who feels the urge to
craate the finer things in life, then
there's nod much to think aboul. 2

SAW CUTS partway through the roar
faces of the header boards allow them
to Bend to the curved edge of the deck



