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General Requirements

A Building Permit is required for all decks except where:

e Distance from the finished ground to the finished deck is not more than 24” and
e The deck is not supporting a roof

Note: A deck must comply with the building code and zoning requirements. For more
information, contact The City of Oshawa’s Building Department at 905-436-5658.

Designers Qualification and Registration Requirements:

Homeowners submitting designs for their own residence are exempt from qualification
and registration requirements, however, individuals and agencies providing design
services to the public have to meet the qualifications and registration requirements set
out by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing. You can confirm the qualification
and registration status of your designer by referring to the ministry’s on-line qualification
and registration system (QUARTYS).

Application Requirements:

e Completed building permit application forms

e Two copies of the most recent survey or site plan for the property showing
dimensions of all existing buildings and structures, and their setbacks drawn to
scale. The proposed deck is to be plotted on the site plan and setback
dimensions to all property lines are to be shown. (see attached sample site plan
on page 5)

e Two copies of construction drawings including structure, elevation, section and
details drawn to scale. The attached template drawing and details could be used,
providing all dimensions and information are shown on the “Deck Framing Plan”
(page 4).

e The current minimum permit fee, payable at time of application by cheque
(payable to “City of Oshawa”), cash, debit, Visa, MasterCard, or American
Express

Call before you dig:

It is the owner’s/contractor’s responsibility to call the utility companies to locate any
underground utility lines within the construction zone to avoid damaging them during
construction.

Ontario One Call 1-800-400-2255



Step by Step Instructions

1.

Start by filling in the following information on the blank area shown on “Deck
Framing Plan” (Page 4). Overall length and width of deck, length of landing and
stair, pier spacing, joist span and maximum height of the deck above grade.

Once you have your joist span, and pier spacing you can size each component of
the deck using Tables 1 and 2 below.

The pier size is in the intersecting box of the row that corresponds with your joist
span and the column that corresponds with your pier spacing.

The beam size is in the intersecting box of the row that corresponds with your
joist span and the column that corresponds with your pier spacing.

Joist size is in the intersecting box of the row that corresponds with your joist
span and the column labeled joist size.

Fill out all the above information on the “Deck Framing Plan” (Page 4) and submit
two copies of this page and all attached applicable details with the rest of the
documents required for your permit application.

Notes: Please provide your own deck framing plan if your deck layout is different from
what is shown in this package (Use the same concept and provide the same
information). You will also need to provide your own details if the proposed construction
methods differ than those provided.

Any proposed prefabricated guard/railing system must have a set of stamped details
provided by a licensed Engineer with the Province of Ontario (a manufacturer or
building supply store would supply you these details at your request).

Table 1- Pier Size (diameter at base @)

Joist Span 4 feet 6 feet 8 feet 10 feet Joist Size
pier spacing pier spacing pier spacing pier spacing
6 feet 8in. & 10in. @ 12in. @ 12in. @ 2 X 6*
8 feet 10in. @ 12in. @ 12in.@ 14in. @ 2 X 6*
10 feet 10in. @ 12in. @ 14in. @ 16in. @ 2x8
12 feet 12in. @ 14in. @ 16in. @ 18in. @ 2x10

Table 2 — Beam Size

* 2X8 joists required for wood railing support as per SB-7 of the Ontario Building Code

Joist Span 4 feet 6 feet 8 feet 10 feet Joist Size
pier spacing pier spacing pier spacing pier spacing
6 feet 2—-2X%X6 2—-2X6 2—-2X%X8 2-2x10 2 X 6*
8 feet 2—2X6 2—-2x8 2—-2x10 2—-2x12 2 X 6*
10 feet 2—-2X%X6 2—-2X%X8 2-2x10 2-2x12 2x8
12 feet 2—2X6 2—-2x8 2—-2x10 2—-2x12 2x10

* 2X8 joists required for wood railing support as per SB-7 of the Ontario Building Code

Notes: Soil bearing capacity to be considered as 2090 PSF (100kPa) unless otherwise
determined by a Building Inspector.

Wood posts:

4 ft. x 4 ft. for deck heights up to 5 feet on minimum 8 inch sono tubes
6 ft. x 6 ft. for deck heights above 5 feet on minimum 10 inch sono tubes
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“It is the responsibility of owner(s) to provide accurate site information for building permit
applications including dimensions, lot area and locations of property lines, easements,
right of ways, etc.”

Sample Site Plan:
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Exterior Connection: Cantilevered Picket Screwed to Rim Jolist

Notes:

1. Provide a suitable post, return, or solid suppont at each end of the guard.

2. Wood for cantilevered pickets shall bs Douglas Fir-Larch, Spruce-Pine-Fir, or Hom-Fir Species,

3. Faslen rim joist fo each floor joist with 3 - 82 mm (347 nails.

4. Dimensions shown are in mm unless otherwise spacified,

5. The outer deck board shall not be less than 140 mm (6" nominal) wide. Where 38 mm (2" nominal) thick boards are used, the length of
the wood screws shall be not less than 76 mm (3'),
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Detall ED-5
Exterior Connection: Comner Joint

Notes:
1. Screws fastening pickets are omitled for clarity.
2. Provide a minimum of 10 pickets beyond the return if end restraint of the guard is provided by this return detail only.
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Detail EB-2

Exterior Connection: Post Screwed to Rim Joist

Notes:

R ah b ) By e

Decking is omitled from the plan view and the axonometric view for clarity,

Fasten 25 mm x 140 mm { 4" x 8" nominal} outer deck baard fo rim joist with 63 mm (2!4") nails at 300 mm (127.
Fasten 25 mm x 140 mm ( “u x 6° rominal) outer deck board to floor joist with- 1 - 63 mm {2%") nail at each joist.
The post may be positioned anywhere between the joists.

#9 screws may be repiaced by #8 screws if the maximum spacing between posts is not more than 1.20 m{3-11").
Dimensions shown are in mm unless atherwise specified,

MAXIMUM SPACING BETWEEN POSTS

Species Maximum Spacing, m {ft-in)
Dougias Fir-Larch, Hem-Fir, Spruce-Pine-Fir 1.56 (5-1")
Nosthern Species 1.20 (3-119
Column 1 2
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